Be A Community Scientist!

Community Science is a way for you to connect with the natural world through fun activities that
generate vital information for the conservation of birds. This partnership benefits us all: you will learn
about birds by taking part in these science-based activities, and the scientists gain invaluable information
about changes in bird populations. Most importantly, the birds benefit because it helps conservationists
focus on those birds and habitats that need our help most. Here are a few examples from the National
Audubon Society and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

eBird: (anytime, free) Submit any bird at any time from anywhere in the world. Use it to manage
your personal lists, find birds you want to see, and explore “hotspots” to visit. The more people who
contribute, the more accurate and useful the database becomes. ebird.org

Christmas Bird Count: (Dec 14-Jan 5, free) For over a century CBC participants have been
collecting data on early-winter bird populations. Participants sign up with a Compiler to help with a
particular count held on a particular day. Teams spend the day counting every individual of every
species. It is an opportunity to meet other birders, hone your skills, and take part in a seasonal
tradition. Results are used to understand long-term changes in bird populations across the Americas.
birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count

Great Backyard Bird Count: (mid-Feb, free) This four-day Presidents' Day Weekend event
encourages you to count birds in your backyard and beyond for at least 15 minutes at a time. Submit
checklists through a GBBC portal in eBird. Includes a photo contest and gallery. gbbc.birdcount.org

Project FeederWatch: (Nov-March, $18) A winter-long survey of birds that visit feeders at
backyards, nature centers, and elsewhere. All you need is a bird feeder to attract birds. New
participants are sent a research kit. Provides a detailed picture of weekly changes in bird distribution
and abundance. feederwatch.org

NestWatch: (spring-summer, free) A nationwide monitoring program designed to track status and
trends in the reproductive biology of birds. Become a certified NestWatcher, find a bird nest, visit
the nest every 3-4 days, and record what you see. nestwatch.org

Climate Watch: (January 15-February 15 and May 15-June 15, free) Help track whether nuthatches,
bluebirds, and other species are changing their ranges in accordance with projections from
Audubon's climate models. audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch

Hummingbirds at Home: (anytime, free) Watch your “patch” for hummingbirds, sources of nectar,
and feeding events. There is a growing mismatch between flowering times and the arrival of
hummingbirds caused by climate change. Data will provide new insights to devise actions to help
hummers. hummingbirdsathome.org

Make your birding count for the birds!
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Books and web sites for additional information about Arkansas' birds, birding and bird
identification.

Field Guides

Birds of Arkansas Field Guide, 2011, S. Tekiela, Adventure Publications.

Peterson Field Guide to the Birds of Eastern and Central North America, 2010,
R.T. Peterson, Houghton Mifflin Co.

The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America, 2016, D.A. Sibley,
Knopf.

Field Guide to the Birds of Eastern North America, 2017, National Geographic
Society.

Sibley’s Birding Basics, 2002, D.A. Sibley, Knopf

National Geographic Birding Essentials, 2007, J. Alderfer & J.L. Dunn, National
Geographic Society.

Merlin Bird ID app, http://merlin.allaboutbirds.org, step-by-step bird ID help

Web sites
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audubon.org/birds — National Audubon Society’s online bird guide

allaboutbirds.org - Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s All About Birds (birding basics,
birding gear, online bird identification guide)

arbirds.org — Arkansas Audubon Society (state bird checklist, bird records
database, bird discussion listserv, Halberg Ecology Camp for kids)

facebook.com/groups/arkansasbirders — Arkansas Birders Facebook page (post
photos, ask questions, connect with birders); other groups are Arkansas Birds,
Arkansas Hummingbirds, and For the Birds — Arkansas.

macaulaylibrary.org — World’s largest archive of natural sounds, especially birds,
easily searched for free listening

birdnet.cornell.edu — ID birds in your audio recording
www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas - Feather Atlas (find a feather, make an ID)
ebird.org/news/counting-102 - How to count feeder birds
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NORTH AMERICAN ACCIPITERS
COOPER'S AND SHARP-SHINNED HAWK
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